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TEACHING STATEMENTTEACHING STATEMENT

“Por un mundo donde quepan todos los mundos”  

MMy teaching philosophy is deeply informed by personal experiences, 
dedication to diversity, and a firm commitment to fostering inquiry-driven 
and student-centered approaches. I truly believe that every student has 
unique attributes within them that can connect them to their passions. As 
educators, it's our responsibility to help them uncover it. In my personal 
history, professors who aided me in this regard changed my life and helped 
me grow my professional and analytical confidence. That's why I take a 
student-centered and individualized approach, even in larger classes, with an 
emphasis on collaboration, encouraging students to work with partners for a 
more emotionally engaging experience. I start by observing their positioning 
and interaction while they work, and by the middle of the semester, I gain 
insights into their struggles and strengths. 
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Central to my teaching philosophy is the belief that education holds 
the power to drive social change and achieve social justice. Language 
serves as a communication medium and a tool for critical reflection on 
societal structures and power dynamics. I integrate Critical Pedagogy into 
my classes, encouraging students to interrogate language hierarchies and 
consider the intersections of language, identity, and power. For instance, 
I bring to class different videos on how people speak and the whole class 
analyzes the language variation without judging it but describing it. To 
continue with this exposure to variation, my students collaborate with me 
on a monthly Spanish reading program with the community with people 
from all over Latin America. By fostering a collaborative and open learning 
environment, I support students' empowerment to become active agents of 
change within their communities. For instance, I teach inclusive language 
in my classes and give students the option to use it inside the classroom if 
they are willing to.  

My interest in teaching languages was cultivated early on, growing 
up in a family of language educators. This foundational experience sparked 
a lifelong fascination with the complexity and richness of linguistic 
systems. What began as a curiosity about how a finite set of sounds and 
morphemes can create infinite communicative possibilities evolved into a 
deep academic passion, particularly after my exposure to formal linguistics 
during my undergraduate and graduate studies. This shift from prescriptiveprescriptive 
to descriptivedescriptive views of language influenced my pedagogical approach, 
encouraging students to perceive language as a dynamic, spreading entity. 
In my classroom, students are inspired to explore, question, and challenge 
conventional linguistic ideologies, which foster critical thinking and a 
deeper understanding of language as a natural, cognitive, and socially 
situated phenomenon simultaneously. In my classroom, I focus on helping 
students cultivate new perspectives on traditional linguistic elements. As 
I said before, an inquiry-driven approach is crucial in my classes where I 
aim to guide them towards identifying significant research questions and 
selecting the appropriate theoretical frameworks and methodological tools 
to address those inquiries. This process not only enhances their academic 
understanding but also prepares them for independent inquiries beyond 
the classroom. 

With extensive experience in higher education, I have had the privilege of 
teaching various courses, including Hispanic Linguistics, Spanish for heritage 
students, Spanish as a second language, and I have taught a wide range of 
students with diverse cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds. Throughout 
my experiences, regardless of class subject, human connection has marked me. 
As part of my dedication to using failures as a tool for growth, I emphasize to 
my students that I am not seeking perfection but commitment to themselves 
in the process of building knowledge.  
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Since joining the University of Florida as a graduate student in 2020, 
I have taught various levels in both second language and heritage language 
programs. I have been trained and mentored by Dr. Pascual y Cabo at 
the Spanish Heritage Language Program and Spanish Heritage Language 
Research lab. I co-developed an open-source textbook for heritage learners 
(https://ufl.pb.unizin.org/spn1601/) where my contribution was "Objetivos 
de Aprendizaje" and "Contenido" from Chapters 1 to 6. The main challenge 
was integrating language knowledge and use, identity, and critical reflection 
cohesively. The materials promote Critical Language Awareness and support 
Spanish use through a content-based, sociolinguistically informed curriculum 
that cater heritage students specific socioaffective  needs.

I place great value on students’ feedback and view teaching as a dynamic, 
continually evolving practice. This commitment to self-improvement has 
been recognized through excellent teaching evaluations and the Cooperative 
Leadership in Teaching Award (2022) at UF. Beyond the classroom, I actively 
mentor students from the Bilingual Sentence Processing under the supervision 
of Dr. Valdes Kroff Lab and the Mexican American Students Association, 
supporting their academic and professional growth by fostering research 
skills, collaboration, and community engagement. Additionally, I provide 
students with opportunities to apply their linguistic knowledge or inquires in 
real-world contexts, such as inviting multilingual or multidialectal students 
to share their experiences or bringing in professionals to discuss topics 
like inclusive language in journalism. These real-world applications enrich 
the learning experience and highlight the relevance of linguistic studies in 
everyday life.  

In an increasingly digital world, students must develop the skills 
necessary to succeed in both online and face-to-face environments. 
My experience spans multiple formats, including face-to-face, hybrid, 
synchronous, asynchronous, and online courses, as well as telecollaboration. I 
am particularly interested in the intersection of Digital Humanities and teaching, 
as it presents opportunities to motivate students and engage them in cryptic 
topics. For instance, in my course 'Spanish in the Community' students made 
an oral history project that culminated in a documentary for the Samuel 
Proctor Oral History Program. 

Ultimately, as shown in my course evaluations, my teaching philosophy is 
grounded in the values of inclusion, inquiry, and collaboration. The statement 
“un mundo donde quepan todos los mundos” defines this impromptu. I 
create a learning environment that is welcoming and supportive, ensuring 
that all students, regardless of background, can succeed. By promoting 
intellectual curiosity, critical awareness, and practical application, I aim to 
equip my students with the tools they need to excel both academically and 
professionally and become more insightful global citizens to succeed in their 
future endeavors. 

https://ufl.pb.unizin.org/spn1601/


Teaching Portfolio  

4

SAMPLE ACTIVITY (HERITAGE CLASS)SAMPLE ACTIVITY (HERITAGE CLASS)

An individual who is raised in a home where a non-English 
language is spoken. The student may speak or merely 

understand the heritage language and be, to some degree, 
bilingual in English and the heritage language (Valdés 2000, 1).

◊	¿¿Quién puede estar interesado en tomar español como lengua 
de herencia?	

◊	¿¿Hay que ser hispanx para ser admitido en estas clases?	

◊	NNo, cualquier persona que sienta una relación emocional 
y afectiva con la lengua y cultura hispana puede ser parte de 
nuestras clases.
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CAPITULO 1: EL ESPAÑOL Y YOCAPITULO 1: EL ESPAÑOL Y YO

Objetivos de aprendizaje
 

Lengua:
	»  DiferenciarDiferenciar el uso de las mayuscúlasmayuscúlas y las minúsculasminúsculas en contexto.

Identidad:
	» Reconocer y fortalecer la identidad identidad individual y su relación relación con el 
español.español.

Reflexión sobre la lengua:
	» Analizar el usouso del español propiopropio y familiar.familiar.

	» Explorar las actitudesactitudes sobre las variedades del españolvariedades del español.
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A)  PARA LEER …A)  PARA LEER …

I.I.	Instrucciones		Instrucciones	
Lee el siguiente fragmento de “The House on Mango Street“ de Sandra 
Cisneros1 Teaching Portfolio 

a)  Para leer … 
I. Instrucciones 
Lee el siguiente fragmento de “The House on Mango Street“ de Sandra Cisneros[1] 

 
 
 

     Responde a las siguientes preguntas: 

 Para ti, ¿cuál es la importancia de un nombre? 
 ¿Qué sabemos de la abuela de Esperanza? 
 ¿Qué crees que quiere decir lo siguiente?: 

“ […] pero creo que ésa es una mentira china, porque a los chinos, 
como a los mexicanos, no les gusta que sus mujeres sean fuertes.”  

 ¿Crees que a todos los mexicanos les molesta que 
las mujeres sean fuertes? 
 ¿Sabes si hay alguna razón específica por la cual 
llevas tu nombre? 
 ¿Qué representa tu nombre para ti? 

 

 

 

Para reflexionar y conversar:  La importancia del 
nombre 
 
1. ¿Te gusta tu nombre? 
2. ¿Por qué te pusieron tu nombre? 
3. ¿Hay algún significado (meaning)? 
4. ¿Tienes un apodo (nickname)? 
5. ¿Cambiarías tu nombre? 
6. ¿Cambiar tu nombre puede hacerte 
sentir diferente?¿Por qué? 
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a)  Para leer … 
I. Instrucciones 
Lee el siguiente fragmento de “The House on Mango Street“ de Sandra Cisneros[1] 

 
 
 

     Responde a las siguientes preguntas: 

 Para ti, ¿cuál es la importancia de un nombre? 
 ¿Qué sabemos de la abuela de Esperanza? 
 ¿Qué crees que quiere decir lo siguiente?: 

“ […] pero creo que ésa es una mentira china, porque a los chinos, 
como a los mexicanos, no les gusta que sus mujeres sean fuertes.”  

 ¿Crees que a todos los mexicanos les molesta que 
las mujeres sean fuertes? 
 ¿Sabes si hay alguna razón específica por la cual 
llevas tu nombre? 
 ¿Qué representa tu nombre para ti? 

 

 

 

Para reflexionar y conversar:  La importancia del 
nombre 
 
1. ¿Te gusta tu nombre? 
2. ¿Por qué te pusieron tu nombre? 
3. ¿Hay algún significado (meaning)? 
4. ¿Tienes un apodo (nickname)? 
5. ¿Cambiarías tu nombre? 
6. ¿Cambiar tu nombre puede hacerte 
sentir diferente?¿Por qué? 

 

 

Responde a las siguientes preguntas:Responde a las siguientes preguntas:

 
1. Para ti, ¿cuál es la importancia de un nombre?

2. ¿Qué sabemos de la abuela de Esperanza?

3. ¿Qué crees que quiere decir lo siguiente?:

“ […] pero creo que ésa es una mentira china, porque a 
los chinos, como a los mexicanos, no les gusta que sus 
mujeres sean fuertes.” 

4. ¿Crees que a todos los mexicanos les molesta que las 
    mujeres sean fuertes?

5. ¿Sabes si hay alguna razón específica por la cual llevas tu 
    nombre?

6. ¿Qué representa tu nombre para ti?

Para reflexionar y conversar:Para reflexionar y conversar:  La importancia del nombre 
 
1. ¿Te gusta ¿Te gusta tu nombrenombre?​

2. ¿Por qué te pusieronte pusieron tu nombre?

3. ¿HayHay algún significado (meaning)?​

4. ¿Tienes un apodoapodo (nickname)?

5. ¿Cambiarías¿Cambiarías tu nombre?

6. ¿Cambiar tu nombre puede hacerte sentirpuede hacerte sentir diferente? 
    ¿Por qué?

https://genius.com/Sandra-cisneros-mi-nombre-annotated
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B)  PARA ESCUCHAR . . .B)  PARA ESCUCHAR . . .

Ahora escucha la versión traducida por 
Jesús Carmona-Robles.

Y tu español, ¿qué es?Y tu español, ¿qué es?  
Completa la frase “Mi español es…” con 4 oracione4 oraciones basadas en tu propia 
experiencia con la lengua.​ Por ejemplo: 

	» “Mi español es…​  mi patrimonio
	» “Mi español es…​ mi tesoro
	» “Mi español es…​ las historias de mi infancia

	● Mi español es…​
	● Mi español es…​
	● Mi español es…
	● Mi español es…

Para reflexionar y conversar:  El uso del español	Para reflexionar y conversar:  El uso del español	

¿En qué contexto y cuándo usas tu español?

I. Instrucciones: Escucha el siguiente poema 
de Melissa Lozada-Oliva 2​ “My Spanish”. 

https://youtu.be/V8pyXEBj0CA?si=ayq6WMqgq-7SWexd
https://youtu.be/fE-c4Bj_RT0?si=fAmJBS0BaRi6ypux
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Lengua escrita

	 Las mayúsculas y las minúsculas

En español, normalmente se escribe siempre con letras pequeñas,letras pequeñas, 
es decir, en minúscula minúscula (lowercase). Nunca se usan mayúsculas en los 
siguientes casos:

	» Religiones: Mi padre es católico.

	» Días de la semana: Hoy es martes.

	» Meses: Iré a España en mayo.

	» Lenguas: Hablo inglés.

	» Nacionalidad: María es mexicana.

 
Se usan las letras mayúsculas letras mayúsculas (upper-case) en casos específicos, como los 
siguientes:

	» Nombres propios (personas, ciudades, acontecimientos): María vive en la 
Ciudad de México, nació el Día de la Independencia.

	» Después de los dos puntos: María dijo: “Me voy con Anita al parque de 
diversiones”.

	» Después del signo de admiración o interrogación: ¿Cómo estás? Hace 
tanto que no nos vemos.

	» Siglas: ISBN, ONG, BNP, EE.UU.

	» Textos de carácter informativo: PROHIBIDO FUMAR

	» Después del punto y seguido: Hoy cené pastel. Ayer, galletas.

----- RECUERDA ----

EEl inglés y el español siguen reglas 

diferentes en el uso de las mayúsculas.
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	 Los signos de puntuación

Lee las siguientes oraciones. Observa el uso de los signos de puntuación en 
ellas: 

	» La frontera es una palabra que yo a menudo escuchaba cuando, siendo 
un niño, vivía allá en México.

	» Yo ni siquiera sabia qué era California, pero veía que a papá le brillaban 
los ojos siempre que decía ¡cruzando la frontera y llegando a California, 
nuestra vida va a mejorar!

	» ¿Cuándo Podemos empezar a trabajar? preguntó papá al capataz.

	» Al oscurecer, papá, mamá y Roberto regresaron finalmente. Estaba a 
punto de contarles la noticia cuando mamá me interrumpió: ¿Cómo está 
Trampita?

	» ¿Cuándo será eso? Roberto y yo preguntamos almismo tiempo. 
Muy pronto…Quizá —contestó vacilante.

	» Tomé el texto y lo dividí línea por línea. Busqué en el diccionario las 
palabras que no sabia: “evidente”, “otorgados”, “inalienables”; las 
agregué a la lista de palabras.
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LENGUALENGUA

El artículo definido e indefinido

Nota: Las reglas prescriptivas no siempre reflejan el uso verdadero 
que hacen los hablantes de su lengua. Por ejemplo, aunque el video 
señale que el artículo definido no se usa con nombres propios; esto 
es muy usual en español coloquial, así como en algunas variantes del 
español, como la que se habla en Ecuador:

La AnaLa Ana siempre hace lo mejor que puede.

	 Artículo definido e indefinido

Completa las siguientes oraciones usando el artículo definido o indefinido 
según corresponda, de acuerdo con lo que viste en el video:

	» Yo necesito _____ amiga que me entienda siempre.​

	» Mami, ¿sabes dónde está _____ camisa que me puse ayer?​

	» Jonathan se va poner _____ pantalón negro con esa camisa.​

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pgIPyQBPv4
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Lengua en uso

	 Los saludos	 Los saludos

◊	¿¿Cuáles son algunas formas de saludar que conoces?​

◊	¿¿Saludas a todo el mundo por igual?​

◊	¿¿Cómo saludas en estas ocasiones?​ 

	● El gobernador de Florida​
	● Tu jefe/a​
	● El/La cajero/a de Publix​
	● Tus padres

	 ¿Por qué es importante modificar cómo hablamos?	 ¿Por qué es importante modificar cómo hablamos?

Para reflexionar y conversar.Para reflexionar y conversar.

1. ¿De qué depende nuestra forma de hablar?

2. ¿Crees que nuestra forma de hablar está 
relacionada con nuestra identidad?

Menciona al menos 3 factores: 

1.

2.

3.
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I.I. Instrucciones	 Instrucciones	
Mira el siguiente video y mientras lo ves, responde a la siguiente 
pregunta:

¿Cuántas variedades lingüísiticas (formas/estilos de hablar) escuchas?

Teaching Portfolio 

1. 

2. 

3. 

I. Instrucciones 
Mira el siguiente video y mientras lo ves, responde a la siguiente pregunta: 
 
¿Cuántas variedades lingüísiticas (formas/estilos de hablar) escuchas? 

 

 
Con tus compañeras, compañeros y compañeres responde a las siguientes preguntas: 

 ¿Qué ocurre en el video? 
 ¿Cuántas variedades lingüísiticas (formas/estilo de hablar) escuchas? 
 ¿Por qué cambia su forma de hablar con estas personas? 
 ¿Qué puede pasar si ella no cambia su forma de hablar? 

Con tus compañeras, compañeros y compañeres responde a las siguientes 
preguntas:

	» ¿Qué ocurreocurre en el video?​

	» ¿Cuántas variedades lingüísiticasvariedades lingüísiticas (formas/estilo de hablar) escuchas?​

	» ¿Por qué cambiacambia su forma de hablarforma de hablar con estas personas?​

	» ¿Qué puede pasar si ella nono cambia cambia su forma de hablarforma de hablar?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pgIPyQBPv4
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	 ¿Qué es para ti la identidad?¿Qué es para ti la identidad?

Teaching Portfolio 

 

 
¿Qué es para ti la identidad? 

 Escribe qué es la identidad para ti. 
o En términos generales y específicos, ¿podrías mencionar algunos ejemplos? 

– 
– 
– 

o Para ti, ¿cómo se desarrolla la identidad? 
– 
– 
– 

 

 ¿Naciste en Estados Unidos? ¿Y tus padres? 
 ¿Te consideras latinx/hispanx? 
 ¿Cómo ha sido (has been) para ti crecer en Estados Unidos?  
 ¿Sientes que perteneces (belong) a las dos culturas? 

	» Escribe qué es la identidad para ti.

	● En términos generales y específicos, ¿podrías mencionar algunos 
ejemplos?

	 1. 

	 2. 

	 3. 

	● Para ti, ¿cómo se desarrolla la identidad?

	 1. 

	 2. 

	 3. 

	● ¿Naciste en Estados Unidos? ¿Y tus padres?​

	● ¿Te consideras latinx/hispanx?​

	● ¿Cómo ha sido (has been) para ti crecer en Estados Unidos? ​

	● ¿Sientes que perteneces (belong) a las dos culturas?

 Para reflexionar y conversar.  Para reflexionar y conversar. 
Nuestra forma de hablarNuestra forma de hablar

1.  ¿Por qué modificamos cómo 
hablamos?

2. ¿Para qué sirve y por qué lo 
hacemos?

3. ¿Por qué nuestra forma de 
hablar está relacionada con 
nuestra identidad?
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c)  Para escribir . . .c)  Para escribir . . .

Para cerrar el capítulo, escribe un párrafo sobre tu experiencia como 
latinx o hispanx en los Estados Unidos. Si quieres, puedes usar spanglish. 
Recuerda usar mayúsculas y minúsculas según se vio con anterioridad, así 
como los signos de puntuación que hasta ahora hemos revisado.

	» Responde la siguiente pregunta:

	● ¿Tienes sentimientos similares a los de Melissa-Lozada? O, por el 
contrario ¿tus experiencias han sido siempre positivas?

1. . Sandra Cisneros is a poet, short story writer, novelist, essayist, performer, and artist whose work 
explores the lives of the working-class.

2. . Melissa Lozada-Oliva is an American poet and educator based in New York. She is the author of 
chapbooks Plastic Pajaros, Rude Girl is Lonely Girl! (Pizza Pi Press), and Peluda (Button Poetry). Her 
poem, “Like Totally Whatever” won the 2015 National Poetry Slam Championship, and went viral



Teaching Portfolio  

15

"She loves spanish linguistics ​and it shows.""She loves spanish linguistics ​and it shows."

"She was very supportive which ​I appreciated very much.""She was very supportive which ​I appreciated very much."

"She made a great effort to help us step out of our comfort zones "She made a great effort to help us step out of our comfort zones 
such as through oral presentations and class discussions. Because such as through oral presentations and class discussions. Because 
of the friendly environment she created in the class it helped me of the friendly environment she created in the class it helped me 
be more eager to share my opinions in class. She also paired us be more eager to share my opinions in class. She also paired us 
with different classmates whenever we did group work to create a with different classmates whenever we did group work to create a 
sense of community in the class. A topic heavily discussed in the sense of community in the class. A topic heavily discussed in the 
class was what our hispanic identity meant to us. She helped us class was what our hispanic identity meant to us. She helped us 
understand that we could decide what it meant to us and our level understand that we could decide what it meant to us and our level 
of fluency did not determine this.”of fluency did not determine this.”

"The professor's ability to make the class inclusive, and stress (by "The professor's ability to make the class inclusive, and stress (by 
science) that there's no "perfect" or "superior" language, makes ​the science) that there's no "perfect" or "superior" language, makes ​the 
class environment comfortable for students."class environment comfortable for students."

"This course reinforces the critical thinking skills of the students. "This course reinforces the critical thinking skills of the students. 
We give our opinions about controversial topics, while we sustain We give our opinions about controversial topics, while we sustain 
them with facts. This skill will be ​helpful in my future career."them with facts. This skill will be ​helpful in my future career."

"Daniela is so nice and such a great professor! She is so enthusiastic "Daniela is so nice and such a great professor! She is so enthusiastic 
and you can tell she really cares about her students. She is very and you can tell she really cares about her students. She is very 
understanding and is always willing to work with students on understanding and is always willing to work with students on 
assignments and deadlines, and I think I speak for all of us when assignments and deadlines, and I think I speak for all of us when 
I say it makes the students feel very comfortable in the class and I say it makes the students feel very comfortable in the class and 
cared for beyond the stress of perfect grades and performance."cared for beyond the stress of perfect grades and performance."

"I have learned so much about Latin America and its history, as well "I have learned so much about Latin America and its history, as well 
as deepened my vocabulary in Spanish. This class was very helpful as deepened my vocabulary in Spanish. This class was very helpful 
for me to gain confidence speaking in Spanish and I found it to be a for me to gain confidence speaking in Spanish and I found it to be a 
very valuable learning experience."very valuable learning experience."

STUDENTS’ COMMENTSSTUDENTS’ COMMENTS
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"Amazing energy and super enthusiastic.""Amazing energy and super enthusiastic."

"Daniela was very helpful in explaining grammatical topics and "Daniela was very helpful in explaining grammatical topics and 
exposing us to other Spanish accents and cultures to improve our exposing us to other Spanish accents and cultures to improve our 
comprehension of our heritage language."comprehension of our heritage language."

"She is very enthusiastic and funny. She keeps the class in a "She is very enthusiastic and funny. She keeps the class in a 
positive environment, and she gives us feedback slips if there is positive environment, and she gives us feedback slips if there is 
something we don't understand, so she can go over it with us in something we don't understand, so she can go over it with us in 
class. Furthermore, she also shows us clips and educational videos class. Furthermore, she also shows us clips and educational videos 
in Spanish. She makes class fun and does activities that enable us in Spanish. She makes class fun and does activities that enable us 
to interact with each other. She also gives us work, so we can have to interact with each other. She also gives us work, so we can have 
flexible schedules." flexible schedules." 

“She’s a wonderful instructor that cares about her student’s learning ​“She’s a wonderful instructor that cares about her student’s learning ​
and experience in the course.”and experience in the course.”

“Daniela made the class feel like home. We had assignments that “Daniela made the class feel like home. We had assignments that 
helped us practice our verbal and written Spanish skills. But more helped us practice our verbal and written Spanish skills. But more 
importantly, she created a community within the members of the importantly, she created a community within the members of the 
class so we could interact with other students that came from a class so we could interact with other students that came from a 
similar background.”similar background.”

“She wanted to make sure we truly understood and engaged with “She wanted to make sure we truly understood and engaged with 
the content; this was very helpful”the content; this was very helpful”

“Instructor Daniela was enthusiastic about the content material, “Instructor Daniela was enthusiastic about the content material, 
and was flexible throughout the semester. Her passion in having us and was flexible throughout the semester. Her passion in having us 
learn ​as students and teaching us on topics that could be applied learn ​as students and teaching us on topics that could be applied 
outside of the classroom made the course an incredibly valuable outside of the classroom made the course an incredibly valuable 
and intriguing one.”and intriguing one.”
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“Besides more writing feedback, I would say Professor Daniela’s “Besides more writing feedback, I would say Professor Daniela’s 
instruction and care towards the course was the best one out of all instruction and care towards the course was the best one out of all 
my other classes, and my time spent here was worthwhile.”my other classes, and my time spent here was worthwhile.”

“I learned what being hispanic means and how ti ties into my “I learned what being hispanic means and how ti ties into my 
identity. This is an issue for many hispanic Americans because identity. This is an issue for many hispanic Americans because 
it is difficult to know where we fit in. Daniela did a great job of it is difficult to know where we fit in. Daniela did a great job of 
addressing this and giving us confidence in speaking Spanish which addressing this and giving us confidence in speaking Spanish which 
most Spanish teachers do not do. Because of this, I can apply my most Spanish teachers do not do. Because of this, I can apply my 
Spanish skills in my future professions and career.”Spanish skills in my future professions and career.”

“The ability of Professor Daniela to convey her understanding of the “The ability of Professor Daniela to convey her understanding of the 
impact of Spanish in the Community and relationship is powerful. impact of Spanish in the Community and relationship is powerful. 
She is a strong oral presenter that can grip the attention at all times She is a strong oral presenter that can grip the attention at all times 
and finds interactive and interesting material to cover.” and finds interactive and interesting material to cover.” 

“The instructor’s strengths would be the fact that she puts the “The instructor’s strengths would be the fact that she puts the 
objective of learning at a higher level of importance than the grade objective of learning at a higher level of importance than the grade 
itself. While grades are important, her ability to ease the stress of itself. While grades are important, her ability to ease the stress of 
students fixated on grades by redirecting them to focus on learning students fixated on grades by redirecting them to focus on learning 
the content makes her a phenomenal professor. One of her other the content makes her a phenomenal professor. One of her other 
teaching strengths is that she is very flexible and understanding of teaching strengths is that she is very flexible and understanding of 
student’s needs and circumstances whether it be that they cannot student’s needs and circumstances whether it be that they cannot 
finish an assignment or need more time to study for a test, she finish an assignment or need more time to study for a test, she 
managed to accommodate her students.”managed to accommodate her students.”

“She was very flexible and compassionate with her students, which “She was very flexible and compassionate with her students, which 
I admired. Going to a large university, I was scared that I would I admired. Going to a large university, I was scared that I would 
never have the opportunity to have a relationship with any of my never have the opportunity to have a relationship with any of my 
professors or have a chance to communicate with them. However, professors or have a chance to communicate with them. However, 
Professor Stransky had a small class where she knew all her Professor Stransky had a small class where she knew all her 
students’ names, and cared about the lives of her students. She was students’ names, and cared about the lives of her students. She was 
also patient with us in our communication in Spanish, and pushed also patient with us in our communication in Spanish, and pushed 
us to challenge ourselves in our Hispanic heritage and Spanish us to challenge ourselves in our Hispanic heritage and Spanish 
language abilities.”language abilities.”
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